THE   GENESIS   OF    MEDICINE
Stone Age, and thus we find evidence of fracture in many bf the
skulls discovered in Peru, where the Inca civilization persisted
as late as the sixteenth century.
Among the Melanesians of comparatively recent times the
reasons for trephining appear to have been headache, vertigo,
epilepsy, and like disorders, as well as cranial injury, while the
Arab surgeons of Algeria only a few years ago still practised
trephining solely for injury resulting from a blow on the head.
Considering those facts, one cannot accept the view of Dr.
Guiard that trephining was originally a treatment for head
injuries, and was gradually extended to cases of migraine,
neuralgia, and epilepsy.1
Primitive trephining illustrates one of the leading facts of
medical history, namely, that medicine was at first in the hands
of the priests, and that not until the days of Hippocrates did the
healing art take its rightful place, and was no longer merely a
branch of magic or of religion.
Domestic Medicine or Folk Medicine
As has been already remarked, the " medicine " of prehistoric
man was probably based upon an animistic attitude towards
disease. In his view, disease was caused by the evil influence
of an enemy, a demon, a god, or even an animal, and it must
accordingly be treated by ""means calculated to dislodge the
malevolent cause from the body of the patient. Like the present-
day native of Borneo, early man may have attributed disease to
a separation of soul and body. In any case, there doubtless
arose a class of men who claimed skill in the art of healing, and
whose methods of treatment included exorcism, incantations,
dancing, grimacing, sleight of hand, and all the tricks of the
magician*
In some cases it was deemed necessary to combine physical
with psychical methods; of this we have an excellent example
in trephining, which originated as a means of permitting the
escape of an evil spirit from the head of the victim, and which
gradually became a method of treating fractures of the skull
and various iiuracraniul lesions*
Massage, another means of inducing the evil spirit to leave
* E. Guiard, JLa 'Tifyemtitm tr&nmnt efaz fa Nfoltihiqm *t dues Its primlfft modems*
Paris, i $30
II